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HOMEMAKERS'   CHAT  Thursday,  January  19,  1939. 

(FOE  BROADCAST  USE  ONLY ) 

Subject:     "BETTER  F.OAPS  AND  ROADSIDES."     Information  from  the  Bureau  of  Public 
Roads,  U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture, 
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Intelligent  women  are  .just  as  much  interested  as  their  husbands  and  sons 
in  the  development  of  safe  and  beautiful  highv/ays.     For  women  drive  cars  over 
considerable  distances,  they  think  a  great  deal  about  safety,  and  they  enjoy 
scenic  attractions  whenever  they  find  them-  in  fact,  the  search  for  beauty  is 
often  tne  reason  for  their  wishing  to  own  cars  and  explore  areas  far  from  their 
homes.     So  I  am  glad  to  have  some  notes  from  our  Washington  correspondent  on 
recent  ideas  and  achievements  affecting  our  nation  wide  system  of  highways. 

She  writes  as  follows: 

"I've  just  had  a  look  at  an  exhibit  scheduled  for  the  Florida  State  Fair 
in  Tampa  early  in  February.     It  shows  what  highway  engineers  recommend  for 
today's  complicated  transportation  system.    Highway  development  is  portrayed  from 
the  days  of  the  wagon  trail  to  the  present.    Old  trails  followed  routes  that  were 
largely  developed  by  the  presence  of  grass,  water,  fordable  streams  and  passes 
through  the  mount". ins.     In  contrast,  modern  highways  must  be  direct,  smooth, 
streamlined  for  vision,  adequate  for  great  volume,  and  able  to  withstand  freez- 
ing, thawing,  and  incessant  pounding  by  heavy  vehicular  traffic,  yet  be 
economically  feasible  in  construction. 

"In  this  exhibit  a  series  of  dioramas  depicts  approved  solutions  for 
major  road  problems,  such  as  grade  separation  structures  for  dangerous  railroad 
crossings;  by-passes  for  congested  routes  through  cities;  elevated  express 
highways  for  entrance  to  and  departure  from  large  cities;  and  traffic  lights, 
unobstructed  vision,  broad  curves,  flattened  hills,  day  and  night  warning  signs, 
and  one-way  separated  traffic  lanes.     Centrally  situated  in  the  display  is  an 
illumined  pictorial  map  of  the  United  States  illustrating  highway  achievements 
in  the  various  states. 

"Don't  you  wish  everybody  interested  in  highway  development  could  see 
this  exhibit?     It  also  reminds  mc  of  the  talk  given  last  September  in  Ontario, 
Canada,  by  a  member  of  the  staff  of  the  Bureau  of  Public  Roads.     The  subject  was 
the  trend  toward  safe,  good-appearing,  and  easily  maintained  roads,  and  he  showed 
then  that  many  of  the  improvements  suggested  in  the  Florida  exhibit  have  already 
been  tried  out,  while  others  arc  going  into  effect  as  soon  as  funds  and  local 
cooperation  permit. 

"This  highway  expert  spoke  particularly  of  the  change  from  thinking  only 
of  the  pavement  used  by  vehicles.  The  attention  of  highway  engineers  and  offi- 
cials, he  said,  is  now  shifting  to  a  broader  viewpoint,  from  which  they  consider 
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the  right  of  way  as  a  whole  in  relation  to  the  surroundings*    At  least  one  percent 
of  lederal-aid  money  allotted  to  each  state  for  roads  must  now  he  reserved  and 
expended  for  such  purposes  as  pruning  existing  roadside  growth,  removal  of  debris, 
obliteration  of  borrow  pits,  traces  of  old  roads  and  other  construction  scars, 
flattening  of  slopes  and  rounding  of  slope  intersections,  seeding  or  sodding  of 
shoulders  and  slopes,  and  planting  with  suitable  material.    By  this  the  Bureau  of 
Public  Roads  does  not  mean  simply  planting  trees  at  regular  intervals  without 
regard  to  their  environment.    Properly  qualified  landscape  architects  or  horti- 
culturists should  be  employed. 

"Another  point  brought  out  at  the  Ontario  conference  is  the  close  relation 
of  safety,  appearance,  and  maintenance  factors.     The  roadbed  and  the  roadside  arc 
really  one  common  problem.     For  example,  formerly,  narrow  right  of  ways  for  the 
accommodation  of  the  traffic  surface  were  considered  sufficient.    Now  adequate 
highway  widths  are  recognized  as  one  of  the  most  important  essentials  for  safety. 
When  highway  engineers  are  asked  to  modernize  old  roads  they  often  encounter 
difficulties  because  the  right  of  way  is  inadequate.    Narrow  surfaces,  soft  shoulders, 
deep  V- shaped  ditches,  steep  eroding  slopes  and  insufficient  clearance  at  encroach- 
ments cause  many  fatal  accidents.    Maintenance  costs  and  accidents  are  reduced  by 
having  an  ample  right  of  way,  with  a  wide  graded  roadbed,  wide  shoulders,  broad, 
shallow  gutters,  flat  fill  slopes  from  the  shoulder  line,  and  flat  rounded  slopes. 

"There  is  a  trend  toward  topsoiling  and  seeding  or  sodding  bare  road  shoul- 
ders in  some  states,  or  using  a.  light  gravel  cr  stone  surface  treatment  on  them 
Blicre  traffic  requires.    Wide  round  shallow  gutters  are  substituted  for  deep 
ditches  with  great  increase  in  safety  and  steep  slopes  left  in  the  course  of  the 
original  road  construction  arc  new  being  flattened.     This  treatment  prevents  soil 
erosion  and  improves  the  appearance  of  the  road  very  much. 

"A  few  years  ago,  footpaths  along  open  roads  in  rural  districts  were  thought 
unnecessary  and  too  costly.    As  a  safety  measure,  however,  their  importance  is 
oeing  recognized  and  more  and  more  walkways  are  being  provided  as  roads  are  built. 

"Another  good  safety  measure  is  provision  for  'safety  turnouts'  where 
vehicles  using  the  road  are  likely  to  stop.    Traffic  widenings  are  made  at  mail 
ooxes  along  rural  delivery  routes;  at  bus-steps,  especially  along  the  school- 
DU8  routes;  at  scenic  spots  and  at  strategic  picnic  points.    Most  roadside  stands 
selling  farm  produce  now  provide  a  place  for  motorists  to  pull  off  the  road  or 
park.    Yfaile  this  is  unofficial  as  far  as  the  road,  building  is  concerned,  it  is  a 
b'cod  idea. 


"The  Ontario  talk  alsc  included  mention  of  new  trends  in  roadside  regulation 
and  border  control.     This  applies  to  building  set-back  regulations , and  to  control 
of  advertising  billboards.     In  many  states  there  is  considerable  local  sentiment 
against  billboards.     It  is  felt  that  they  detract  from  scenic  landscapes.  That 
concludes  our  Washington  letter. 
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